A refugee’s journey does not end after they escape conflict, persecution, and
displacement in their home country. Adjusting to their lives in their new homes—
whether temporary or permanent—is a new journey. Continuing the stories of six
fictional refugees featured in the award-winning Leaving My Homeland series,
After the Journey is a thoughtful and important look at how refugee children
and their families face and overcome challenges after fleeing their homelands.
Each fictional story is interwoven with accessible, nonfiction text, which updates
readers on the current conflict in that country and ways in which new countries
offer support to newcomers. Discussion prompts at the end of each book support
understanding and encourage critical thinking. Teacher’s Guide available.

Hoping for a Home After Myanmar

by Ellen Rodger

Syed was forced to flee his homeland of Myanmar because of extreme violence and
persecution against the Rohingya minority. After traveling by boat to Malaysia to meet
up with his brother, Nazir, Syed must survive “underground” in a country in which he
is not welcome. Interwoven with facts about the Rohingya humanitarian crisis and how
refugees survive in countries such as Malaysia, Syed’s story sheds light on the plight of
Rohingya refugees around the world.

ISBN 978-0-7787-4974-5 RLB ISBN 978-0-7787-4987-5 PAP
ISBN 978-1-4271-2123-3 eBook

My New Home After Iraq by Ellen Rodger
Memories of fleeing war in Iraq, living in the refugee camp in Jordan, and the scary
journey to the United States now seem far away to Zainab. But every day, as she attends
school, plays sports, and participates in community groups in her new home in Dearborn,
Michigan, she is aware that she will always be part of two cultures. Interwoven with facts
about Iraq’s conflict and the experiences of Iraqi refugees around the world, Zainab’s
story offers a thoughtful and unique look at the challenges—and triumphs—faced and
experienced by refugees in their new homes.

ISBN 978-0-7787-4975-2 RLB ISBN 978-0-7787-4988-2 PAP
ISBN 978-1-4271-2124-0 eBook

My New Home After Syria by Linda Barghoorn
Roj and his family have lived in Germany for three years after fleeing civil war in Syria.
Although his family faces discrimination from some in their small village, and hearing news
about home from friends and family can be sad, Roj’s dreams for the future are high as he
faces each new challenge with hope and resilience. Interspersed with facts about the current
situation in Syria and the experiences of Syrian refugees in different countries, Roj’s story
offers a window into the complex and ongoing journey of refugees as they adjust to their new
homes.
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• Supports Common Core State Standards for Reading
Informational Text Grade 4, Key Ideas and Details
RI.4.3, Craft and Structure RI.4.4; RI.4.5, Integration of
Knowledge and Ideas RI.4.8.
• Supports C3 Framework for Social Studies, Geography—
Global Interconnections D2. Geo. 12.3-5
• Supports the Framework for 21st Century Learning:
Global Awareness
• Critical thinking questions and boxes featuring UN Rights
of the Child support and extend learning
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My New Home After Yemen by Heather C. Hudak
After fleeing civil war in Yemen, Sahar knows that she and her family are lucky to have
escaped the violence and survived the trip to Toronto, Canada. Although she still has
nightmares about bombings and losing her baby brother—Sahar cannot believe how
quickly her English is improving, and how much fun she had trick-or-treating on Halloween
for the first time. Paired with facts about the current situation in Yemen and how different
countries work to welcome and support refugees, Sahar’s story gives insight on a refugee’s
life in a new country.
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Returning to Afghanistan by Linda Barghoorn
Sonita has been a refugee for her entire life. Born in a refugee camp in Pakistan, Sonita had never
seen her family’s homeland of Afghanistan—until, faced with discrimination in Pakistan and
possible deportation, her parents decided to return. But despite the end of the war, Afghanistan
is not the home Sonita’s parents and sister remember. Sonita must adjust to life in a homeland
she has never known, and work hard to survive and thrive in a country still full of conflict and
insecurity. Interwoven with facts about the conflict in Afghanistan, Sonita’s story gives a look at
the experiences of Afghan refugees forced to return to a home that no longer exists.
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Returning to Guatemala by Heather C. Hudak
Martinez longs for the happy, stable home he had in Guatemala—before gang violence
forced them to flee to Mexico. And now, he is being uprooted again. His mother has decided
they must return to Guatemala to take care of the extended family. Martinez is scared to
return—but the love of his family and support of his new rural community in Guatemala
gives him hope for a future without violence. Paired with facts about the instability in
Guatemala and the experience of displaced persons there, Martinez’s story offers a unique
look at the fear—and resilience—refugees experience when they must return home.
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